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Dear Parents,

Damien Walshe  
Headteacher 

Have a good weekend when it comes. 

Best,

This morning’s assembly was based on the story of a single dot. In the story, the children met a young girl who
believed she could not draw. Faced with a blank page, she felt stuck. Her teacher’s response was simply to tell
her to make a mark and sign it. What began as a small dot became the starting point for something much
bigger. When the child came into her next art lesson, she saw that the teacher had placed the dot in a picture
frame. Her teacher had noticed the dot and taken it seriously. That decision to begin and to put her name on
her work changed everything. 

The dot signals potential. Over the next week, every child will start with a single black dot and create
something from it. They will develop it, shape it, and sign it, and the resulting “Dotty Gallery” will begin to fill
up with very different outcomes from the same starting point. 

This links directly to our 6Cs. It takes Curiosity to ask, “What could this become?” It takes Creativity to imagine
beyond the more obvious. It takes Commitment to keep going when the first idea is not the strongest. It takes
Critical Thinking to refine and improve. When children explain their choices, they are developing
Communication. When they share and respond to one another’s work, they practise Collaboration. 

I’m excited to see the results of this because it reflects how we want children to approach learning more
broadly. When faced with a blank page, a difficult question, or a new challenge, the instinct can be to hesitate.
We want them to begin anyway, to think, to get started, to refine, and to own the result. If your child talks
about a dot this evening or over the coming week, ask them what they might plan to turn it into and why they
made those choices. The explanation will show you how they are learning to move from uncertainty to action. 

Before I finish, thank you to all parents who attended the Heads’ 11+ panel last night. It was a great evening,
and what stood out for me was the honesty from the panel and the quality of the questions from those in the
hall. The senior heads spoke clearly about wanting real children who can think for themselves, take risks, show
resilience, and have the confidence to be who they are. Those qualities are built slowly, through habits formed
over time, and they are precisely the habits we are working to develop here. 

Which brings us back to the dot. You begin, and you put your name to the work, accepting that it is not
finished. For me, those simple acts, starting, thinking, and trying, are where those qualities begin. 
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I am delighted to announce that the Book Fair will be in school next week! This is always a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate reading and inspire the children with an exciting range of new books.

During the week, the children will have the chance to browse the Book Fair and create a wish list of the books
they are interested in, clearly noting the titles and prices on the form provided.

If you would like to purchase a book (or books) for your
child, please:

Make payment via the QR code at the bottom of the
form *can be found here too), paying the total
amount for the books you wish to purchase.

Write the payment reference code (allocated once
you have completed the transaction) clearly on the
form.

Clearly state the full title(s) of the book(s) you have
purchased.

Return the completed form to Mrs Ellisdon by Friday
6  March 9 am (sooner if you can).th
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Please note: 

Forms returned without a transaction reference code will not be processed.
We do not accept cash payments
Forms returned later than Friday will not be processed.

Books will be allocated directly to your child. If any titles run out of stock, they will be ordered and
delivered to the children the next week.

Your support of the Book Fair is incredibly valuable. Not only does it foster a love of reading, but it also
enables the school to receive rewards that can be used towards future book purchases for our children.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

We are excited to celebrate World Book Day next Thursday 5  March!th

Children are warmly invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book character. Costumes can be as
simple or as creative as you like – the focus is on celebrating a love of reading and sharing the joy of stories
together.

Throughout the day, the children will take part in a range of fun, book-related activities designed to inspire
imagination, spark discussion, and deepen their enjoyment of reading. From shared stories to creative
challenges, it promises to be a wonderful celebration of books across the school.

We can’t wait to see the fantastic characters brought to life!

In the meantime, if you are excited why don’t you take part in a whole-school creative writing and art
competition! 

Mrs Ellisdon - Assistant Head (Academic)
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“The Day the Characters Came to Our School…”

Imagine that a book character escaped from their story and arrived at our school for the day…
What would happen?

Would Matilda take over a lesson?
Would Harry Potter get sorted into a House?
Would the Gruffalo explore Forest School?
Would a character cause chaos in the lunch hall?

Your task is to show us what happens next!

EYFS & KS1 (Nursery – Year 2)

Create a picture with labels or short sentences showing a book character visiting our school.
You can:

Draw and label
Write a short caption
Create a comic strip
Add speech bubbles

 KS2 (Years 3–6)

Write a short story (up to 500 words) about a book character visiting our school.
You might include:

Dialogue
Description
Humour
A problem that needs solving
A surprise ending!

Bonus points for:
Ambitious vocabulary
Strong openings and endings
Accurate punctuation
Creativity and originality

Please hand them to Mrs Ellisdon by Monday 9  March. I can’t wait to see your creativity and imagination.th

Mrs Ellisdon - Assistant Head (Academic)
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Parenting in the Digital Age

Mr Burke - Assistant Head (Pastoral)

Before half term, parents were invited to attend an online
workshop, Parenting in the Digital Age, delivered by The
Parent Team.

The session built on our recent communication about the
school’s digital strategy and explored current thinking around
children, screens and emerging technology. It focused on how
families can set clear and appropriate boundaries at home,
how to have open and supportive conversations about
children’s online activity, and how to encourage healthy habits
around switching off and balancing online and offline time.

Some of the practical guidance included agreeing simple
family rules around devices, keeping screens out of bedrooms
overnight, staying curious rather than critical when children
talk about their online world, and prioritising connection
before correction when challenges arise.

I’m pleased to share that we now have access to a recording
of the session, along with the accompanying PDF handout. If
you were unable to attend, or would like to revisit the
content, I would really encourage you to take some time to
watch it.

You can access the recording and handout here:
Parenting in the Digital Age 

If you have any questions or reflections, please do feel free to
email me at dburke@saintchristinas.org.uk
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https://theparentteam.simplero.com/mailings/t6JF8M83A5bEYKxWRSFTgKRR?play=asset_14331401&delivery_id=3334846838&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=3155091-after-our-parenting-in-the-digital-age&utm_source=products%2F246129-Parenting-in-the-Digital-Age-Workshop&simplero_object_id=pu_5gEru5xbreEn8wvfVzoPTPBn
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Year 6 Art:  Anderson Shelters

Ms Bretones - Head of Spanish, Art & DT 

We are delighted to announce that our Year 6 pupils have now completed their D&T project on Anderson
Shelters, and what an incredible achievement it has been! I must say, this year’s shelters are some of the best
we have ever seen.

The level of detail and creativity in each model is outstanding. From carefully crafted allotments and
pathways of tiny stones, to miniature figures, beds, and even bunk beds, every piece reflects the pupils’ hard
work, imagination, and dedication.

Their efforts have certainly not gone unnoticed, staff and pupils across the school have been full of
admiration, and everyone has been talking about these wonderful shelters.

Well done Year 6! You should be extremely proud of yourselves, we certainly are!

Where   Kindness   Meets  Ambition 
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Science this week! 

We have had a wonderfully busy return to school in Science! This week our Year 6 child learned about the
Bunsen burner and had their first go of lighting them. Please see our Instagram page for a video on this. Year
2 have made some beautiful close observational drawings of the inside of a flower bulb and Year 5 had
requested lessons on kitchen chemistry and so that is what we are learning about this half term. Children
showing curiosity about our world is a beautiful thing to witness and our Science lessons provide a superb
platform for children to ask questions, be critical thinkers and develop their learning.

'Curiosity' is the theme of this year's Science Week and we will be celebrating this in the week beginning 16
March. All our children will have the opportunity to participate in activities relating to Science and STEM
during that week, including celebrating the diverse people and careers in science and engineering. There is
also a poster competition and here is the information from britishscienceweek.org:

th

The research behind this year’s poster competition
The UK government are thinking about how to build a positive future for children. They are keen to
understand children and young people’s own ideas on this, so they are asking:

What are children and young people’s visions for a good/positive childhood?
The British Science Association and the NUSTEM team at Northumbria University have teamed up with the
Government Office for Science to help explore this question.

How will the poster competition entries be used?
Once the competition is closed for entries, all the submitted posters will be considered by a team of judges.
We’ll also collect some data, like where in the UK the posters are from, the age of the entrants, and the
themes that they reflect. This data will be anonymised before being analysed. The team at NUSTEM will also
look in detail at some of the posters, to gather further ideas and insights based on the children and young
people’s entries. They will then be able to look for patterns and trends as they analyse the results."

Children can plan their posters and sort their thoughts on the resource on the following page. 

Other resources and information can be found here and it is hoped that all our pupils will create their posters
and bring them to school on the last day of Science Week, Friday 20  March. We can't wait to see them!th
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Miss Chand - Head of Science

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DVI5MVCDCrO/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/app/uploads/2026/01/British-Science-Week-2026-Primary-activity-pack.pdf?_gl=1*161ool8*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=CjwKCAiA-__MBhAKEiwASBmsBJdb6QGDMBPSUtBmwRhtCWAT84dNJVl4PJ-L9PUboLY-JjVTbZX6VRoCuI8QAvD_BwE&gbraid=0AAAAADQ5gb00iqop3JLoc8-uBE0FKozaW#page=31
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Nursery's Art Exploration Project Week 1: Wonderful Weaving

Ms Randle - Head of EYFS 

This week we kicked off our Art Exploration Project with weaving and it was such a good place to start. We
looked at the work of Sheila Hicks, who creates huge, colourful woven sculptures using wool and different
materials. The children were fascinated by how something as simple as thread can be wrapped, twisted
and layered to become a piece of art.

We had a go at weaving ourselves, carefully going over and under, over and under. It took real
concentration and lots of perseverance when it got tangled but we persevered and are chuffed with the
results!

Where   Kindness   Meets  Ambition 
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Celebrating Lunar New Year in Reception
This week, Reception enjoyed learning about Lunar New Year. We discovered that it marks the beginning of a
new year based on the lunar calendar and is celebrated by many families around the world, particularly in
China and across parts of Asia. It is a special time for family gatherings, sharing meals and wishing one another
good luck and happiness for the year ahead. We read The Great Race and learned about the zodiac animals,
finding out that this year is the Year of the Horse. We also explored the story of Nian and learned how people
used the colour red, lanterns and loud noises to celebrate and scare him away.

During choosing, the children dressed up in special outfits, made red paper lanterns and painted Chinese
symbols. At the playdough table, they created dumplings by rolling, folding and pinching the dough, and in our
role play area they set up a pretend Asian restaurant, designing menus and serving sushi, rice, chopsticks, gold
coins and red envelopes. It has been a joyful week of learning about traditions and celebrating cultures from
around the world.

Ms Williams - Reception Class Teacher
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Year 1 RE: CST Community and Participation 

In RE this week, we explored our CST lesson by listening carefully to the scripture, Love your neighbour as
yourself. We spent time discussing what this means for us in Year 1 and how loving our neighbour is shown
through simple, everyday actions such as sharing, including others, using kind words and helping when
someone is in need. We reflected on how our choices can help our whole community feel safe, valued and
cared for. 

Each child then designed a leaf and wrote a thoughtful prayer linked to our school Golden Thread. We
thought about how we can come together as one community, supporting one another and growing in love.
We added our prayer leaves to our class prayer tree, creating a beautiful display that reminds us that when
we choose love, our community grows stronger together. 

Ms Higgins and Ms Khalique - Year 1 Class Teachers
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This week in English, Year 2 have been completing their adventure stories inspired by The Barnabus
Project by The Fan Brothers. After planning and drafting their stories over recent lessons, the children
focused on using conjunctions to join clauses and build more sophisticated sentences - exploring the
difference between co-ordinating conjunctions like and, but and so, and subordinating conjunctions like
when, because and before.

One highlight was the conjunction dice game, where children rolled a dice, landed on a conjunction and
had to construct a sentence out loud based on their own story - on the spot! The sentences the children
produced showed just how much they have developed their spoken language skills.

The week ended with the children editing their completed stories using a purple pencil, before sharing
them with a partner. It was a great opportunity to celebrate how far their writing has come.

Well done Year 2! 

 Mr Burke - Year 2 Class Teacher

Year 2 
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I absolutely LOVE animas - I like this story a lot because I
really love animals. My favourite animals is a dog. In these
stories you can learn lots about pets! - Child in Year 1 MK

KS1 Story Club
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Angelina and Alice - Alice was very helpful and when her
friend Angelina fell down in gymnastics, she helped her do a
handstand and that’s very nice. She is the best! 
- Child in Year 1 MK
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Year 3’s Trip to London Zoo

Year 3 started the half term in style, heading out to visit London Zoo to take part in an exciting rescue
mission, where they stepped into the role of junior vets to help protect the critically endangered Darwin’s
frogs.

They also took part in a hands-on training session to health check a sloth. The children learnt a lot about how
animals are cared for both at London Zoo and through ZSL’s global conservation work. 

It was lovely to see children so engaged in their learning and it is fair to say that the Zoo staff were blown
away by some of the answers that the children gave. Overall, the trip was a great success and the children
were a credit to themselves and the school.  

Ms Sephton - Year 3 Class Teacher

Where   Kindness   Meets  Ambition 
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Year 4
This week, Year 4 were very proud to host Mass on Friday for Lent, and everyone did such a wonderful job
representing our class. In RE, Sr Noella helped us explore the parable of the Good Samaritan, focusing on
each character and what we can learn from them, which really helped us understand the story and supported
our acting in Mass. In Geography, we used atlases to locate the rainforests of the world, and in Maths we
began our new topic of decimals, working with tenths and hundredths using fractions, place value charts and
number lines. In English, we enjoyed a comprehension on Florence Nightingale, learned about powerful
verbs to improve our descriptive writing, and drafted our own character descriptions. In Art, we learned
about Brazilian artist Romero Britto and started creating our own vibrant Happy Art inspired by his style. We
also welcomed Fr Rudolf, who helped us finish last term’s enrichment session by interpreting a short film in
another language using visual clues, and in PSHE we began our new unit on Digital Wellbeing.

Ms Farquhar - Year 4 Class Teacher 
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Year 5 Reading Challenge! 

To help celebrate World Book Day, Year 5 children are taking part in a special Reading Challenge this Lent!
We are encouraging every child to read for at least 20 minutes every day.

Reading daily helps children develop their vocabulary and imagination, while building consistency and
confidence as readers. By committing to regular reading, pupils strengthen habits that will benefit them
across the curriculum and beyond.

This challenge links closely to our school’s 6C’s, particularly:

Commitment – dedicating time and effort to read every day

We look forward to celebrating our love of books and seeing Year 5 rise to the challenge!

Happy Reading! 

Ms O’Leary - Year 5 Class Teacher 
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Year 6  

This term, Year 6 are embarking on an exciting new venture as they take part in the Young Entrepreneurs
Academy, a dynamic, hands-on business programme designed to help them think and act like real
entrepreneurs. Working in small groups, the children will explore how businesses operate, develop their own
innovative ideas and plans, and build essential skills in creativity, finance and teamwork. Throughout the
interactive sessions, they will learn how to pitch with confidence and will work towards earning a UCL-
accredited certificate, culminating in the presentation of their own business concepts. 

In the Summer Term, this learning will link directly to our £10 Challenge. Each group will receive £10 start-up
capital to launch their own small business, with the aim of generating profit for charity. This real-world
experience will allow the children to apply everything they have learned, from budgeting and marketing to
collaboration and resilience, in a purposeful and meaningful way. The Young Entrepreneurs Academy aims to
make entrepreneurship accessible and inspiring, empowering our pupils to be creative, resilient and ready to
lead. We are so excited to begin this journey with them. 

In English, we have begun exploring Shakespeare’s works, with a particular focus this week on Macbeth. The
children have been highly engaged in unpicking the plot, conducting a character study of the three witches,
analysing their famous spell, and even beginning to craft their own imaginative incantations. It has been
wonderful to see their creativity and confidence flourish as they step into the world of Shakespeare. 

Mrs Ellisdon - Year 6 Class Teacher

Where   Kindness   Meets  Ambition 
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Sport Update 

It’s been lovely to see the sun this week, and the children have continued to show enthusiasm and
excitement during their PE lessons. A great start back in PE this half term! Children will continue to work on a
variety of sports, including football, netball, gymnastics, and tag rugby. 

It’s been wonderful to hear about the sporting activities the children have completed over the half-term
break and how many of them have enjoyed learning about new sports through watching the Winter
Olympics. 

The younger classes have enjoyed exploring the apparatus in gymnastics, with Reception and Nursery classes
focusing on balancing, which has been great fun. Year 1 continue to impress in their tag rugby lessons,
playing some exciting 2 v 2 games.  

KS2 classes began their rugby sessions this week, spending time reminding themselves of the rules and basic
techniques. Tag rugby is a fantastic sport that requires speed, agility, and many other skills. It is such fun to
teach and it’s wonderful to see how the children progress. Year 5 and 6 will be spending their longer PE
lessons on Wednesday at Regents Park this half term, we are so lucky to be using such brilliant facilities,
please do ensure that all children have their shin pads and football shoes/old trainers for these sessions.  

This week, the Year 5 netball team took part in a highly competitive tournament hosted by South Hampstead.
The level of play was very high, and the team put in an excellent effort throughout the matches, achieving
some great results. They won 2 games drew one match and lost 2 resulting in us finishing in 4th place. Well
done to Isabella who was awarded star player for her excellent defensive performances throughout the
matches. While we didn’t finish in first place, it was a wonderful experience and the girls should be proud of
their efforts throughout the afternoon. Thank you to all the parents who came to support the team.  Year 6
have their tournament next week along with a Year 5 and 6 girls football match.  
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Tuesday 3
March

rd

Ivy House
Y5/6 Football

Girls 
Home 15.00-15.45

Wednesday 4
March 

th

SHHS
Y6 Netball

Tournament
Away 15.30-17.00

Monday 9
March 

th

Trevor Roberts
Y5/6 Mixed

Football
Home 15.45-16.45

Monday  16
March 

th

St Mary’s
Y6A and B

Netball Girls
Away 16.00-17.00

Wednesday 18
March 

th Cavendish
Tournament

Y5/6 Football
Girls

Away 10.00-13.00

Monday 23
March 

rd

Channing Y6 Netball Girls Away 15.30-16.00

Mr Raveney - Director of Sport 

Upcoming Fixtures 
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Mr Raveney - Director of Sport 

Mini London Mathon (Reception to Year 6) 

The School is very fortunate to have been offered 15 places for the London Mini Marathon (1-mile race) on
25th April in London, starting at Horse Guards Parade and finishing at The Mall.  
Important details: 

Children will need to be brought to the start line at our meeting time. (Exact start times will be confirmed
closer to the day and could be at any time during the day). 
Each child must complete the course accompanied by an adult before heading home. 
Availability: You must be available on the day to participate and confident your child will be able to
complete a 1 mile run. 

If you are interested, please email me jraveney@saintchristinas.org.uk to share your interest. If there are
more responses than available places, a random ballot will be used to allocate places. 

Deadline to get in touch: Wednesday 4  March. TH

Music Lessons  

We have spaces for flute, violin, guitar, trumpet and trombone lessons at the moment. If you are interested
in lessons for your child, you can find information and the application form here. If you have any questions
please contact me via email - ebryant@saintchristinas.org.uk 

Mrs Byrant - Director of Music

mailto:jraveney@saintchristinas.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKcrh8iBQCdxsmMix0C83ObaE1HXDu3Br7jz-c3glOjZCjxw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=109897534886567298944
mailto:ebryant@saintchristinas.org.uk
mailto:ebryant@saintchristinas.org.uk
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Primary Mathematics Challenge Bonus Round

Each year, the most successful participants in the Primary Mathematics Challenge (which takes place in
November) are selected to participate in the Bonus Round. Participants number no more than about 2000
children taken from across the whole country, so anyone who takes part in the Bonus Round is already
showing signs of early success in Mathematics!

This year, we had two pupils selected to participate - Ehwan and Philippe, both of whom are in Year 6. They
answered questions on a variety of different topics, including paper folding and also the speed of light!

They both scored highly on the paper, and their scores have been entered online; once all of the schools
which had children participating in the Bonus Round have entered their scores, boundaries for Gold, Silver
and Bronze will be calculated and then awards will be given.

We have high hopes that both boys will gain awards, but we will have to wait until early March to find out
what happens!

Two questions that were included on the paper were as follows:

Q7: Rock climber Breaca Legg is in hospital. He eats 100 grapes in five days. On each day he eats six more
grapes than on the previous day. How many did he eat on the first day?

Q22: Rial and Dinar have some coins. If Rial gives Dinar 4 coins they would have an equal number of coins.
However, if Dinar had given Rial 4 coins, Rial would then have 3 times as many as Dinar. How many coins do
they have in total?

Fr Rudolf - Teacher in charge of Enrichment
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We have a number of children and staff in the school who have serious nut allergies.
Please will you ensure that you do not give your child any nuts or nut products (e.g.
Nutella) to bring into school. 

Nut Free School

Mass – Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly remind parents and carers that, in line with
our safeguarding policies and school guidelines,
photographs and videos must not be taken of children
during Mass.

We also ask that this time is respected as a moment for
reflection and prayer. We would therefore be grateful
if parents and carers could refrain from using mobile
phones during Mass.

Thank you for your understanding and support.

Online Safety Reminder for Parents & Carers

As children spend more time online playing games, watching content, and chatting with
friends, it is important that we work together to help them stay safe in digital spaces.

Parents and carers are encouraged to take an active interest in the games, apps, and
websites their child uses, ensure content is age-appropriate, and make use of parental
controls and privacy settings. Children should be reminded never to share personal
information online and encouraged to speak to a trusted adult if anything they
experience online makes them feel uncomfortable or worried.

Regular conversations at home about online behaviour, kindness, screen time, and
safety can make a real difference. From Online Safety Day, a range of free, age-specific
resources are available to support families, including guidance on online gaming, social
media, cyberbullying, and digital wellbeing, found here: Internet Matters

For further support, please see the Padlet Resource and the Safety by Age Resource 
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NOTICES and REMINDERS

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/
https://padlet.com/m_rebelo/parents-online-safety-updated-nov-2025-nk1tq3qqcvn0gx0g
https://corp.roblox.com/safety-by-age
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Dates for your diary 
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Monday 2  Marchnd
Mr Walshe Attending Society of Heads Conference 3
days)
Book Fair (All Week)

Wednesday 4
March

th Holroyd Howe Nutritionist Visit 
Year 6 Netball Fixture (Away) 

Thursday 5  Marchth World Book Day 

Friday 6  Marchth Year 3 First Reconciliation Service 

Monday 9  Marchth Year 5/6 Mixed Football (Home)

Tuesday 10  March th
Mr Walshe & Mrs Ellisdon visiting Merchant Taylors
School
Year 5 Science Week Trip

Wednesday 11
March

th

Open Morning (9.15 - 11.30 am)

Tuesday 3  Marchrd Drama4ALL Workshop (Reception & Year 1)
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Friday 13  March th Year 1 Mass (2.45pm) 

Monday 16  Marchth

EYFS Parent Teacher Meetings (Details to Follow)
Science Week
SCS Hispanic Week (all week)
Last Week of Clubs

Wednesday 18
March 

th Year 5 Parent Coffee Morning 
Year 5/6 Girls Football (Away)

Thursday 19  Marchth
Mr Walshe & Mr Hirst Visiting Handmaids School in
Portugal (2 day)
Year 1 Trip (Details to Follow)

Friday 20  Marchth

Year 4 Music Concert Trip (Details to Follow)
Year 2 Cinema Trip (Details to Follow)
Year 1 Mass 
Nearly New Uniform Sale 

Monday 23  March rd
No Clubs
Neurodiversity Week
Year 6 Netball Fixture (Away)

Wednesday 25   
March 

th Year 6 Parent Coffee Morning (Details to Follow)
Year 4 Zoo Trip (Details to Follow)

Thursday 12  Marchth Orchestra Trip 
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ABOVE TIMES/DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
Please note: Policies can be found on the School Website – please click link below: 

https://www.saintchristinas.org.uk/our-school/policies/

Friday 27  Marchth

SCHOOL CLOSES AT MIDDAY FOR EASTER HOLIDAYS

Tuesday 21  Aprilst

CHILDREN RETURN 

Friday 27  Matchth Nursery Art Exhibition (Details to Follow)

Thursday 26  March rd Year 1 Cinema Trip (Details to Follow)
Passion Play 

https://www.saintchristinas.org.uk/our-school/policies/

