
 

 
 

Saint Christina’s School Bulletin 

Friday 13th May 2022 

 

Dear Parents, 

 
It has been a very good week in School. There has been a lot happening and it really does feel as if things are 
beginning to settle into normality… and I think I am up for a little bit of normality for a while! 
 
In assembly this morning, I was extremely pleased to give out some Junior Maths Challenge certificates to 
children in Years 4 to 6. You might ask why this is so significant. Well, the certificates were all Bronze to Gold, 
placing the children at the top of their cohort nationally – except that the Junior Maths Challenge is aimed at 
children aged 11-14! So the children have done exceptionally well and are performing at the top of the 11-
14 age cohort nationally! I am very proud of them. 
 
It was also wonderful to hear that Oliver in Year 1 has won the songwriters competition that was launched 
last term. Paul Russell, our new Director of Music, has links within the industry and therefore the children 
have had the chance to write a song for Peace that will be professionally produced! 
 
I am also pleased to share with you that one of our pupils currently has her artwork displayed in a public 
exhibition that is showing in St John’s Wood Library. There is more information about this, and a chance to 
see some of her work, within the bulletin. 
 
We are getting very excited about the building work. Whilst we have had a further delay due to the shortage 
of glass and windows, the scale of the build and the finish is beginning to show.  
 
Next week, we are looking forward to the Feast of 
St Raphaela Maria, our founder, and the 
celebration of First Holy Communion for the 
members of Year 3. We are also looking forward to 
important events in the second half of term, such 
as the sports days, the School production (which is 
looking amazing) and the Summer Fair!  
 
I do hope that you have a good weekend and look 
forward to seeing you all again on Monday. 
 
 
 
 
 
Alastair Gloag 
Headteacher  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



EYFS and Key Stage 1 Assembly 

In Key Stage 1 assembly this week two talented artists came to the 
front of the hall to take on a challenge with a twist! 

Our volunteers were asked to draw a picture, but rather than use a 
pencil they were to use toothpaste. They both drew wonderful 
pictures – one of a house and one of a rabbit in the clouds. However 
once they had finished, they were asked to put the toothpaste back 
into the tube. They soon realised that this wouldn’t be possible! 

We thought about how we can 
sometimes let hurtful, thoughtless 
words come out of our mouths. Once 
we have said something we can never 
push those words back into our 
mouths, just like the toothpaste and 
the tubes. We understood that we 
can try to mend the damage that 
hurtful words can do, by saying sorry and working hard to win back trust 
and friendship. But it is so much better not to say the hurtful things in the 
first place. 

We made a decision to use our mouths to say good, kind things to people, 
not things that could hurt them. 

Well done EYFS and Key Stage 1! 

 

 

Song Writing Competition 

We have been overwhelmed with the amount of 
wonderful entries to our song writing competition 
based on the theme of ‘Peace’.  

We would like to thank each participant very 
much for the time and effort you put towards your 
songs. You are all very talented and we see many 
bright futures in the music industry! 

It was an incredibly difficult decision but we have 
managed to narrow down the entries to one song.  

Congratulations to Ollie in Year 1 for his entry 
“From My Heart”. The lyrics were beautiful and 
resonated with us both. 

We look forward to working with Ollie to create 
his song. 

Mr Burke and Mr Russell 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 Art 

In Year 1 we are preparing to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. As well as this, in 
Geography we have been learning about the 
different continents of the Earth. We have been 
talking about traditional European monarchic 
jewels and traditional African patterns and jewels. 
We have started creating Masai inspired necklaces 
using paper plates, traditional African fabric, pipe 
cleaners, white clay and golden acrylic paint. Well 
done Year 1! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr Terry’s Food Collection 

We would like to thank you for your continued, wonderful 
support towards Fr Terry’s food collection. 

If you would like to donate any non-perishable goods to this 
cause, please bring your donation to School and ask your 
child to leave it in the storage unit underneath the stairs 
leading to the playground. The deadline for the collection 
this half term will be Friday 27th May 2022.  

We do hope that you will continue to support us in our 
venture. 

Mr Burke, Emily and Adriana (Year 6 Charity Prefects) 

 

 

SHHS Junior Debate Competition 

On Wednesday evening, the Year 5 debate teams met at South Hampstead High School to participate in the 
Junior School Debate Competition. There were 200 children taking part in the event. 

The children knew the motion for round one ahead of time but did not know whether they would be 
debating for, or against. The motion was: “This House would legalise treasure hunting, where anyone who 
finds lost treasure anywhere in the world is now the owner of that treasure.” The children were well 
prepared and delivered some great reasons throughout this first debate. The debates were judged by a 
senior school pupil from SHHS, or an adult supporting the event.  Feedback was given after each debate 
and the children were then able to use this feedback for their next debates. The children were given two 
motions which they had not prepared for in advance, and only had 10 minutes to prepare their arguments.  



The unseen motions were: 

 “This House believes telling white lies does more harm than good”. 

 “This House believes students should refuse to go to school on Friday until the Government 

sort out Climate Change”. 

I was very impressed with how all of the children conducted themselves and formulated their arguments. 
The enthusiasm and teamwork was admirable. Each of the teams won at least one of their debates. 

Well done also goes to Sienna L and Sienna M who put themselves forward as judges. They were both able 
to chair at least one debate. They demonstrated great confidence throughout and gave good feedback to 
the teams involved. 

Very well done to everyone who took part. I look forward to doing more debates with the children in the 
future. 

Mrs Ellisdon 

Head of Key Stage 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception & the Mini-beasts   

Reception have been learning about mini-beasts over 
the past few weeks. We started by finding out what a 
mini-beast is and heading to Primrose Hill to see 
which mini-beasts we could find. We then learned 
about different mini-beasts and even visited the 
bughouse in London Zoo.  

We have been very interested in identifying and 
classifying mini-beasts and can now use an 
identification key. 



We returned to Primrose Hill to collect everything we would need 
to build our very own bug hotels inspired by 'Bug Ben' in London 
Zoo. Reception are now taking care of some wonderful caterpillars, 
and are looking forward to watching them grow over the next short 
while!  

 

Mathematics in Key Stage 2 

One of the important topics in mathematics is that of problem solving. As teachers, we all teach children how 
to solve problems in Mathematics – and as you are all well aware there are many different ways of solving 
mathematical problems. 

One such way is to use a table as an aid to solving a problem. Through looking at the patterns and data thrown 
up in the table, problems can often be more easily solved. Both Year 5 and Year 6 have been using tables to 
solve problems this term – one such problem that is helped by constructing a table and then inspecting it is 
as follows: 

You have two dice. You throw them, and add together the numbers on the dice. What is the most likely total 
that you can obtain? 

Most children find that the most likely total (assuming that their dice are not biased, of course!) is 7. 

But what happens if you have to find out the most likely PRODUCT when two dice are thrown? 

Drawing a table will help you find out – anyone who would like to encourage their children to solving this 
problem is invited to send in their solutions to me! 

 

STOP PRESS! 

Junior Mathematics Challenge 2022 

We have just received this year’s results for the Junior Mathematics Challenge. As many of you already 
know, this is a national competition aimed primarily at children in Years 7 and 8, with the top fifty percent 
of competitors gaining awards. We were delighted to find out that 10 of the 20 children participating in this 
year’s challenge have gained awards: two children gained Gold and qualify for the Junior Kangaroo (next 
round); one child gained Silver, and seven children were awarded bronze. Those who were awarded Gold 
are Lilly and Charlotte; Helen was awarded Silver, and Grace, Raffie, Isabella, Alice, Clementine, Lucy and 
Gina all received Bronze. Congratulations go to all children who took part – they certainly did very well in 
such a prestigious competition. 

Fr Rudolf Loewenstein 

Teacher in charge of Mathematics 



 

Parent Visitor to Year 2 

We were delighted to welcome Dr Tsim (Pia’s mum) into Year 2 to talk about the history and culture of 
Hong Kong. The children were fascinated to learn about the history and connection between the UK and 
Hong Kong from Dr Tsim. After lots of questions and answers, the children all had a go at learning some 
Chinese Calligraphy. You can see the children enjoying it in the photos below - thank you very much Dr 
Tsim! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Stone Age 

Year Two have continued to be 
engrossed in the Stone Age. We 
were busy being hunter gatherers in 
the playground and hunting for food 
in teams last week, this week we 
have been learning about how Stone 
Age people expressed themselves 
and communicated through cave 
paintings. We loved making our own 
cave paintings with Ms Bretones in 
our Art lesson! We have also set out 
what we have learnt about the Stone 
Age by creating our own non-
chronological report in English 
lessons. 

 



Year 2 Mass 

We are very proud of both Year Two classes, who did a superb job of leading Mass last week on Saint 
Joseph the worker. The children said their parts clearly and with confidence. Their singing of ‘This Little 
Light of Mine’ lit up all of our faces. Thank you Year 2! 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE Update 

The cricket and netball clubs are back in full swing and it is lovely to see more children signing up to join 
these clubs this week. On Tuesday the Year 5 and 6 group played some small-sided modified games, with a 
focus on developing the children’s overarm bowling and also getting used to how pairs cricket is played. 
The Year 3 and 4 children spent time developing their batting this week, and worked on stepping towards 
the ball when batting and trying to keep the ball on the floor to avoid being caught out. Over the last two 
weeks during netball club the children have spent time working on match play whilst focusing on moving 
the ball quickly down court when in possession of the ball.  

Thank you once again for all the sponsorship money that has been sent in for our athlete visit. The money 
has been counted and will shortly be sent off, the prizes for raising money should be arriving in the next 
couple of weeks. As a school we raised £1292 plus the online sponsorship money, which is fantastic. Thank 
you so much for your generosity. I am very much looking forward to speaking with the children and 
selecting the sporting equipment the children would like to spend the money on.  

The EYFS and Key Stage 1 classes have continued to develop their co-ordination exploring using beanbags, 
tennis rackets, tennis balls and hoops. They have continued to practice the aim and throw event and are 
starting to perform with more consistency. The classes this week have been introduced to the overarm 
distance throwing event and found different ways to propel foam javelins, bean bags, and different sized 
balls as far as they can which they have greatly enjoyed.   

 

 



 

    

   

 

The Key Stage 2 groups have worked hard once again this week developing their cricket skills. The children 
have spent time developing their batting with a focus on the forward drive. We introduced the technique 
striking the ball off cones, and then from a dropped feed. There were some excellent performances and 
some clear improvements made. Well done to Georgia, Charlotte, Taiyo and Christina for their efforts this 
week. 

 

     



   

 

The Year 6 girls enjoyed their first cricket match on Monday against St Christopher’s. The sun was shining 
and the girls put in a fantastic performance in what was, for many, their first ever match. The Year 6 team 
fielded first and restricted the opposition to 227 runs thanks to some very accurate bowling and good 
fielding. There were some excellent overs from Adriana and Georgia, who each took a wicket. Helen 
bowled brilliantly and only conceded 1 run from her over. In response there were some strong batting 
performances and the children began to get used to running between the wickets. The final pair of Helen 
and Grace managed to score 12 runs in the final 2 overs. We ended up with a score of 231 resulting in a 
narrow victory. It was a real team effort and the girls put in a fantastic effort throughout the match. Thank 
you to Father Rudolf for assisting with the fixture and completing the scoring for the game.  

 

Review of the games from Georgia our Sports Captain 

On Monday, Year 6 played their first ever cricket match. It was against St Christopher’s, 
and we were all super excited. We won by four runs! It was amazing for our first ever 
cricket match, and we were super impressed and proud with our achievement, but we 
couldn’t have done it without our amazing PE teacher Mr Raveney. The parents came to 
watch and were very supportive throughout the whole match. It was great and we all had 
lots of fun. We wouldn’t have been able to play without the help of Father Rudolf who kept 

score and did a very good job.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Raveney  

Director of Sport 

 

Saint Christina’s Upcoming fixtures/events 

Wednesday 18th May Year 5/6 Cricket v St Margaret’s (Away) 

Wednesday 8th June Year 5/6 Cricket v Sarum Hall (Away) 

Wednesday 22nd June Year 5 Cricket v St Mary’s (Away) 

Monday 27th Year 6 Cricket v St Mary’s (Away) 

Monday 4th July Year 6 Cricket Tournament (Away) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A budding artist in Year 6 
 
 "My name is Millicent, and I am a 10 year old artist! I use mostly 
professional markers because I like the control that it gives me 
and because of the vibrancy of the colours. Right now I enjoy 
making humanoid-mythical creatures and characters from my 
favourite video game Five Nights at Freddy’s. Probably the main 
reason why I make art is because I like to make people happy, 
and I personally think that making art is a perfect way to do just 
that. Thank you for coming to my exhibition.” 

Millicent’s work will be on display in St John’s Wood Library until 
9th June! 

 
 
 
 
Parents’ Link Updates 
 
Summer Fair 

Here comes the sun and here comes the summer! 
With the sun also comes the annual Parents’ Link 
Summer Fair, this year on July 2nd - a date for your 
diaries. As the PL gets busy planning this year’s 
events, there’s something you can do to help. We are 
asking for Summer Fair Tombola donations - it’s time 
to spring clean the cupboards and donate any 
unwanted new items to the PL Summer Fair i.e. 
toys/games/small household items/duplicated gifts 
etc. All donations must be new, labelled as PL Summer 
Fair donations and dropped off at the school office on 
Monday May 16th and/or Monday May 23rd. Please 
spread the word. 

Nearly New Uniforms  

The PL are sending out a request for unwanted uniform items also. Time to move those out-grown 
uniforms on. As above, donations should be laundered and labelled as PL uniform donations, and dropped 
off at the school office on Monday May 16th and/or Monday May 23rd. Please refer to the new uniform 
guide before donating, as there have been some small changes.  

Many thanks everyone and have a wonderful weekend.  

 

Dates for your diary 
 

Date Event 

 

Tuesday 17th May  Stay and Play for Nursery children and parents – 9.15am – 10.00am 
 

Wednesday 18th May   Saint Rafaela Feast Day  

 Year 5 & 6 Cricket Fixture – away game  



 

Thursday 19th May  
 

 Pupil to be ‘Headteacher for the Day’ (Quiz Night Auction Winner) 

Friday 20th May   First Holy Communion – Year 3  
 

W/C Monday 23rd May   Year 5 & 6 Residential Trip to Buxton  
 

Friday 27th May   Year 5 & 6 return 

 Joan of Arc House Mass led by Year 3 & 4  

 SCHOOL CLOSES FOR THE HALF TERM HOLIDAY  
 

 

Monday 6th June   Pupils and Staff return  

 Year 6 Cycle Training – all week  
 

Tuesday 7th June   Story Sharing Session for Nursery children and parents – 9.15-10.00am 
 

Wednesday 8th June   Year 5/6 Cricket Fixture – away game  
 

Friday 10th June   Mass led by Year 1 -AMENDED  
 

Thursday 16th June   Jubilee Celebrations – children may wear red, white & blue clothing to 
School 
 

Friday 17th June   EYFS & KS1 Sports Day – AM  

 Mass led by Year 4 - AMENDED 
 

Wednesday 22nd June   Year 5 Cricket Fixture – away game  
 

Friday 24th June   KS2 Sports Day – PM  

 NO MASS  
 

Monday 27th June   Year 6 Cricket Fixture – away game  
 

Tuesday 28th June   KS2 Production for Year 3 & 4 Parents – details to follow  
 

Wednesday 29th June   KS2 Production for Year 5 & 6 Parents – details to follow  
 

 

Friday 1st July   Buddies Mass led by Year 6 & Reception  
 

Monday 4th July   Class Change Over  

 Year 6 Cricket Tournament – away game 
 
 

Thursday 7th July   Prize Giving – KS2 
 

Friday 8th July   Year 6 Leavers’ Mass 

 SCHOOL CLOSES FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAY – timings TBC 
 

 
 

Autumn Term 2022 

Thursday 1st  September  
 

 Staff INSET  



Friday 2nd September   Staff INSET  

 Teacher/Parents Meetings – AM TBC  
 

MONDAY 5th SEPTEMBER   PUPILS RETURN – Children may wear summer uniform  
 

ABOVE DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 

Please note: Policies can be found on the School Website – please click link below: 

https://www.saintchristinas.org.uk/our-school/policies/ 

https://www.saintchristinas.org.uk/our-school/policies/

