Saint Christina’s School Bulletin
Friday 25th February 2022
Dear Parents,
You will know that we have had the inspectors in School this week. As noted in the letter that I sent to you
at the beginning of the week, this is a compliance inspection (which does not look at the quality of the
education that we provide, but does check us against the various regulations that exist. We will tell you
more about the inspection as soon as we know anything.
Whilst all this has been going on, we have been celebrating International Week! We were very pleased to
have a number of parent visitors in to tell us about their homelands and culture. The children very much
enjoyed the visits, which were also observed by the inspectors! This week’s assembly focused on
celebrating our differences, loving one another, and embracing different cultures and traditions.
Much wonderful work has been going on in the classrooms – the children have been having a very good
week. It was a real pleasure to read out so many commendations in assembly, citing how hard individuals
have been working as well as how others have been sharing their expertise around particular topics. It is
essential that we don’t just teach the children, but teach the children how to learn and take ownership of
their own learning.
I have been asked if I am in a position to publish the 11+ results and Year 6 destinations yet. Whilst I would
very much like to, we will need to wait for some children to receive their results and for others to make
their final choice of secondary setting. I would normally share the information in mid-March but will always
do it when everyone has had their results and not just the Consortium Schools.
The building is going on apace. Much work has been completed over the half term break. We can see
rooms developing on the ground floor but we cannot see so much on the 1st and 2nd floor following the
removal (and replacement with hoardings) of the windows.
Covid guidance has changed again and you will be aware that TfL have now dropped the requirement to
wear a mask on public transport. We will continue to act cautiously, but it would appear that the new start
and finish routine is settling and working. Thank you very much for your support. Do please make sure that
when you have dropped off or collected your child that you move away from the gate as it can easily
become congested.
I think that it is important to note that we are mindful of the potential impact that current international
events may have on the children. We would be grateful if you would keep an open channel with us should
you have any concerns about your child but want to reassure you that we have not observed any issues to
date.
I look forward to seeing you all on Monday. Have a very nice weekend.

Alastair Gloag
Headteacher

Year 6 International Week
This week, Year Six have been looking at Hungary – we considered its geography and customs and found
out a lot more than we expected:
For example: The Hungarian flag (like the Italian flag) is red, white and green – but its colours are in stripes
going across the flag rather than down! The colour white stands for faith and freedom and the country’s
rivers; red for strength, bravery and bloodshed in battle; green symbolises hope and the mountains and
pasture lands.
Harry Houdini was originally Hungarian, as is Professor Erno Rubik (the inventor of the cube).
Surnames come before Christian names, so in
Hungary the ex-police chief would have been called
Dick Cressida!
Popular foods include langos (fried dough) and gulyas
(meat stew)
Hungary has won more than 400 Olympic medals…
We also watched a film in Hungarian called
‘Mindenki’ which is set in a school. We were amazed
at how much of the film we were able to understand,
and realised how important facial expressions and
body language are to understanding another
language.
Here are some of the Year Six film critics in action:
The film won an Oscar and was interesting to watch.
It was interesting to hear the dialect spoken.
I understood more of the Hungarian than I thought I
would – it helped to see how they were moving. It was
different from what we usually do, so I enjoyed it
more.
You couldn’t understand it word fir word, but you
could understand the plot of the story.
I like the way that the children were able to ‘beat’ the
adults!

Fr Rudolf Loewenstein
Year 6 Class Teacher

PE Update
We have had a great start back after half term despite the windy and wet weather. In the next couple of
weeks the Key Stage 2 classes will spend time working on their cardiovascular fitness during their lessons,
which will assist them in their upcoming Inter House cross country races taking place during their PE
lessons. The Year 4’s were pleased to resume with their netball lessons this half term in preparation for
their upcoming netball tournament, which is due to take place on Wednesday 23rd March. The Year 5 group
are beginning to grasp the basic rules, and were able to play some small-sided matches this week during
their longer PE lesson.

The Nursery and Reception groups are continuing to explore ball skills and team games this term, and will
spend time developing their spacial awareness through tagging games. Year 2 class will spend some time
this term exploring gymnastics with a focus on finding different ways to travel and move into space.

Upcoming Fixtures
I am so pleased to inform you that from March we will be resuming our fixtures against other schools.
There are many fixtures also planned for the summer term for Years 4 - 6 in cricket, football and netball. I
will continue to write to the parents of those children selected in advance with further details.

Monday 7th March

Monday 14th March

Wednesday 23rd
March

Devonshire House

Sarum Hall

Yr 5 A and B Netball

Yr 5/6 Football

Pembridge House
Tournament
(Tbc)

Yr 4 Netball

Away

Away (no spectators)

Away (Paddington Rec)

Inter House Football Tournament
Before half term, Year 5 and 6 had a wonderful Inter House football event and I was so pleased to see all
the children trying their very best and working together as a team in a relatively new sport. There were
some very close matches and some fantastic individual performances. The overall winners were St Joan of
Arc, who narrowly beat St Cecilia by 2 points. The overall results and standings can be seen below. Well
done to the children who were voted star players, and a huge congratulations to Lilly and Alice who were
the joint leading scorers during the afternoon with 7 goals each.

Results Table

Team

Red
Green
Pink
Blue

Points

Bonus
points

Total

Position

12

9

21

1st

12

7

19

2nd

11

7

18

3rd

9

9

18

3rd

Yellow
Orange

9

3

12

5th

7

3

10

6th

Star Players

Red: Lilly

Green: Alice PDS

Pink: Sienna M

Yellow: Emily

Blue: Sienna L

Orange: Georgia

Overall Standings

House
St Joan of Arc
St Cecilia
St Francis

Total
39
37
22

Position
1st
2nd
3rd

Mr Raveney
Director of Sport

A little pizza Italy in Year 3
Year 3 have had a fantastic time celebrating International Week. We chose
to focus on Italy. We began by locating Italy on a globe and maps of various
scales. We then went on to investigate the physical and human features of
Italy and wrote a report in our English lessons. We also learnt about the
importance of hand gestures and how to speak a few words in Italian. The
most exciting part of the week was when we designed and made our own
pizzas. They were delicious!
Lisa Sephton
Year 3 Class Teacher

Parent Prayer Group
The parent prayer group continues to meet in the Convent on Tuesday mornings from 9.00 am during term
time. All are welcome and should your drop-off time be after 9.00 am, don’t worry, just join us as soon as
you are able.

REMINDER – Drop off and pick up times:
Year Group
Nursery / Reception
Years 1, 2 and 3
Years 4, 5 and 6

Entrance
Hall
Hall
Hall

Drop-off Time
9.00 – 9.10 am
8.50 – 8.55 am
8.40 – 8.45 am

Pick-up Time
3.15 pm
3.30 pm
3.40 pm

Message from Parents’ Link
Thank you again to everyone who made our recent Pyjama Movie nights a big success. Much fun was
had, and as a school community we have raised a new record Movie Night high of £865! This money will
be going to a very worthy charity as chosen by the Handmaids. We know not everyone was able to join
in on their designated Pyjama Movie night, and we’ve already fielded numerous requests for a repeat
event. Not wanting to disappoint, the PL will be exploring if a further event can be hosted later in this
year, so stay tuned.
The Annual PL Quiz Night is now fast approaching on the evening of March 18th and tickets are on sale
at the following link, £25 per head. Tickets are only on sale until March 4th, so don’t get caught
without https://www.pta-events.co.uk/saint-christinas .We have had an amazing response to the Class
Hampers for the raffle, and for the silent auction lots, a very big cheer for our Class Reps on this front.
Live sales of raffle tickets will commence on March 7th, and silent bids for the auction on March 14th.
So if you fancy a chance at some posh nosh, want to bid on some acclaimed fashion photography,
perhaps personalised football memorabilia from a Premier League and England International, or fancy
that long overdue trip away, be ready to start buying and bidding!

Dates for your diary
Date

Event

Monday 28th February



Author (Alice Hemming) visiting

Wednesday 9th March



Reception AN Forest School

Friday 11th March



Year 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation

Thursday 17th March



Spring Open Morning

Friday 18th March



Parents’ Link Quiz Night – PM

Friday 25th March



Deadline to bring non-perishable food into school for Fr Terry’s
Food Bank

Tuesday 29th March



School closes for Easter Holiday

Tuesday 19th April



Staff INSET

Wednesday 20th April



Children return – Children to wear Summer Uniform

