Saint Christina’s School Bulletin
Friday 26th November 2021
Dear Parents,
It has been another rewarding but testing week. I really hope that you will enjoy flicking through the bulletin
and seeing the very many things that the children have been up to.
From a Covid perspective, we have been tested with a number of staff being unable to attend work due to
illness or because we have required them to have a PCR due to feeling unwell. Whilst we are earnestly
preparing for the Christmas season, it has been difficult to maintain the momentum with the absence of our
Musical Maestro. The good thing is, that whilst we have had little pockets of infection in different year groups
from time to time, there has not, to date, been a significant blow up, though, I guess, we are only ever one
day away from that sort of event. For this reason, we are maintaining the measures that we have been
implementing in School and are ensuring the children get to do the things that we want them to be able to
do. And on this note, I hope you will enjoy reading about the Year 3 trip to St Albans last week. We will make
a final decision around end of term events early next week. We are monitoring the situation carefully and
the information that we are privy to. You might notice that the Government language is changing subtly
around restrictions: they are keen to maintain an ‘as restriction-free’ regime within the country as they can,
but they are now asking people to do a LFT every time they will be going into a busy space / area e.g. shopping
etc.
There has been activity on the road! If you had asked me in April, when the workmen on the road left the
site unfinished and I quipped with a parent that we probably wouldn’t see them again until November,
whether or not that would come to pass … Anyway, it’s November! Thames Water appear to have decided
that there isn’t a leak in the pipes under the road. They believe that ‘the leak’ is groundwater and that this
occurs when the ‘tank’ or ‘reservoir’ up behind Barry House is overfull and they open the valves to let some
of the water seep into the ground. Thus, the road contractors have been told to crack on and it will be
interesting to see if this new burst of activity is sustained and the road completed in the near future.

The building work continues apace and I am pleased to say that Scully’s have used the weekend well to crane
the materials that they will need for the floor levels onto the site. We are seeing some brickwork in different
places and by the end of Christmas we should see, weather permitting, the outline of the new building and
the floors in place.
On a more school-based note, I am delighted that we have been able to give out the Primary Maths Challenge
Certificates this week. Very many congratulations to all the children who participated within the competition
and, in particular, congratulations to those who achieved Bronze, Silver and Gold Certificates.
We do hope that you have an enjoyable weekend. Please do stay safe. Whilst the vaccination programme
appears to have dampened the impact of the illness in most instances, as I mentioned in the last bulletin, the
disruption around the absence of staff in particular remains our greatest operational threat. We are fortunate
that we have had quite a low level of disruption in this regard and that we have, therefore, not seen massive
disruption. This is in no small part because of the support that you have given to us around our Covid
planning. However, with the winter setting in and different bugs and colds circulating, we do need to stay
alert. I am very grateful to you for your support in this regard.

Alastair Gloag
Headteacher

James Rhodes
I know that you will all join me in wishing James a fond but sad farewell at the end of this term. James joined
Saint Christina’s in September 2017 and soon established himself within our community his friendly and
approachable style and clear passion for his subject. James is well liked and has the respect of the children
because he is very good at what he does. He has helped produce innumerable events within our School
calendar, and the thing that stands out, whether a Nativity, the Carol Service of a Production of the Little
Mermaid, is the attention to detail, sense of humour and high standard of performance. James has done a
good job. I am sure that you will agree that James has
nurtured musical interest and talent during his tenure,
and has done so by making Music accessible and fun.
With Covid, the last few years have been difficult,
particularly for musicians. It is testament to James that
he adapted to the situation and developed new skills to
produce all sorts of virtual and video based
performances and productions.
James was appointed as Director of Music for Kingshott
School at the end of June. We will miss him but we have
every confidence that he will rise to the challenges he
will face in this new and bigger role and look forward to
following his career in the future.
We have been running a process to find James’ replacement and I hope to be able to say more about this
next week.
Alastair Gloag

Year 3 trip to the Verulamium Museum
Last week Year 3 went on a very exciting trip to the Verulamium Museum in St Albans to learn more about
the Romans. We took part in a workshop where we got to handle many different Roman artefacts and ask
and answer questions about them.
We explored all the many galleries in the museum and saw some wonderful mosaics. A fun day was had by
all!
Ms Sephton – Year 3 Class Teacher

Christmas Card Competition
Well done to everyone who took part in this year’s Christmas Card Competition! All of the entries were so
beautiful and it was extremely difficult for Mr Gloag to choose a winner. You can see some of the fantastic
designs below:

This year’s winning card from Audrey in Year 5:

Primary Mathematics Challenge results:
I am delighted that I can now give you more concrete results about this year’s Primary Mathematics
Challenge!
We had five girls scoring Gold: In Year 6, Lilly, Raffie and Helen; and in Year 5, Lucy and Dia.
Nine girls were awarded Silver: In Year 6, we had Grace, Selin, Charlotte, Isabella, Marta, Martina and Mercy;
in Year 5, Alice was awarded Silver; in Year 4, Rio.
There were sixteen girls who were awarded Bronze, with the other girls receiving white participation
certificates.
Lilly’s score in the Primary Mathematics Challenge was high enough for her to be entered for the national
finals which will take place in the new year. We shall have to wait until mid December before her participation
is confirmed, however. Congratulations go particularly to her, but to all of our pupils who tried hard and did
so well in the challenge this year.
For the interest of parents, you might like to try the following challenge questions from this year’s paper:
Question 6: On the first day of this month, the sun rose at Greenwich at 06:54 and set 9 hours and 40 minutes
later. At what time did the sun set?
Question 24: Three cats, Flopsie, Lopsie and Topsie, were weighed in pairs. The weights of each of the three
pairs were 5Kg, 8Kg and 9 Kg. What was the weight of the heaviest cat?

Fr Rudolf – Teacher in charge of Mathematics

Junior School Debate Competition
On Monday evening, the Year 5 and 6 debate teams met at South Hampstead High School to participate in
the Junior School Debate Competition. There were 160 children taking part in the event, which was a great
experience for our children.
The children have spent the past two weeks understanding how a debate is run and learning debate
techniques during their lunch times as well as formulating their arguments for and against the motion of
‘Private cars should be banned in central London, zones 1 and 2. During the evening, the children were told
whether they would be for or against the motion and allocated another team to debate with. Each debate
was judged and the chair judge came up with a winner for the debate and gave each team feedback. The
children were then able to use this feedback for their next debates. The children were given two motions
which they had not prepared for in advance and only had 15 minutes to prepare their arguments.
The unseen motions were:
 This House would ban homework.
 The World would be a better place if some people had superpowers.
I was so impressed with how all of the children conducted themselves and formulated their arguments. The
enthusiasm and team work was admirable. Each of the teams won at least one of their debates.
Very well done to everyone who took part. I look forward to doing more debates with the children in the
future.
Mrs Ellisdon – Head of Key Stage 2

Year 6
Year 6 are working on a variety of different ideas this week. In English, they are considering how to write
reports from somebody else’s point of view
They considered a fictional school report to begin with, discussing how different teachers would have
different opinions of the children that they teach. They then tried their hands at creating school reports for
an imaginary character, which gave them scope to imagine how different people would envisage their
character. Among the range of different characters that they imagined were: a wannabee TV reporter, a
scientist, a policewoman, characters from fairy tales and even someone who thinks she is a dog. Although
the girls captured the essence of what it was like to consider someone from a range of different viewpoints,
their trademark sense of humour managed to come through in their writing…
In Mathematics, they revised their work on decimals. Many of the girls practised routine calculations in the
different areas of the decimals syllabus, but some children were investigating the price of potatoes across a
range of different potato products, calculating to the nearest penny what different products would cost per
kilogram. Others considered the ratios of successive terms in the Fibonacci sequence to notice that the
figures all tended towards one central figure. If nothing else, they were able to realise that there is vast range
of areas where mathematics can be practised and applied!
And finally, a teaser for you: What do Dr Bozena Laskiewicz and Saint Oscar Romero have in common? Year
Six would be happy to tell you this, but should you wish to hazard a guess and let me know what you think,
do please be my guest!
Fr Rudolf – Year 6 Class Teacher

Reception Learning
This week in Reception, we have continued to learn all about our bodies and our senses by doing a smell test
and making some wonderful medical instruments to explore our hearing. We learned about life as a doctor
from Ren Xun's Mum. We have been learning about taking care of our bodies by flossing and cleaning our
teeth as well as sorting healthy and unhealthy foods.
In our preparations for Christmas, we have also decorated Angel Gabriel's wings!
Miss Higgins & Miss Nunes – Reception Class Teachers

Message from Parents’ Link

Wear a Christmas jumper to school on Monday 6th December!
Please bring a £5 donation to raise vital funds for local
charity, Doorstep London.
This small charity currently supports homeless families in the
North Camden area. They provide them with a safe refuge, a
space for children to play, free laundry and access to key
services and skill building to improve their quality of life.
Read more about their inspiring work during this very difficult
time:
(https://www.doorsteplondon.com/)
Many thanks for your support, Parents’ Link

Year 4 Art
In Art this week, Year 4 made their own Tudor Roses models out of clay. They painted them according to
their correct colours. They also enjoyed modelling their own nativity figurines and Christmas decorations
after getting some ideas from a video.
Miss Sandra – Year 4 Teaching Assistant

Message from the Sisters
The Sisters would like to congratulate all the students, together
with their families, who were enrolled today in Saint Christina’s
First Holy Communion Programme. We will accompany them on
this very important journey in their lives with our love and our
prayers.
We would also like to wish all our students, parents and staff a very
blessed and holy Advent. Advent is a very special time every year when we get ready to celebrate Jesus’
birthday at Christmas. As we set out towards Bethlehem together, may God fill us with lots of hope, peace,
joy and love that we can share with others.

PE Update
The children have had another busy week once again in their PE lessons and have adopted a positive attitude
despite the drop in temperature. The highlight this week was the Year 5 and 6 Inter House netball
competition which took place on Wednesday.
It was so lovely to see the girls playing competitively and trying their best for their houses. There were several
close matches and some fantastic netball was played throughout the afternoon. The winning house overall
was St Joan of Arc with their team winning both the A and B competitions.
Special mentions must go to Amelia and Helen who were the leading scorers in the competitions. The star
players voted for by the children were Risha, Sienna L, Amelia, Karile, Georgia and Helen.
Overall Scores
A Team

B Team

Total

Position

St Cecilia

9

9

18

2nd

St Francis

8

7

15

3rd

St Joan of Arc

13

15

28

1st

The event was enjoyed by all and I was impressed with the improvements the girls have made during the
term.
Thank you to Mrs Ellisdon, Miss Sandra and Mrs Franz for their assistance in running the event and to all the
pupils who demonstrated key values of sportsmanship, teamwork and determination during the afternoon.

This week the younger years have continued to develop their football and are making clear progress. They
have continued to play mini football matches in their classes and are becoming more confident in tackling
their opponent and shooting with more power. There have been some excellent performances this week
from Jun, Emma and Lorelei in Year 1 and Ellerton, Jakob, Annabelle and Angelo. Year 2 have played some
small sided games in football and netball and are starting to develop the basic rules of the game.

The Key Stage 2 classes have made promising progress during their gymnastics lessons and are starting to
come up with ideas for their final piece which they will be performing in their lessons at the end of this term.
Each week we have added in a new element with this week focussing on different levels and formations
during the routine. Some of the performances have been wonderful and demonstrate clear planning and
creativity.

Year 3 are beginning to get more familiar with the netball positions and are starting to pass the ball more
freely and accurately during their games.
Year 4 continue to impress during their lesson time and have spent time looking at passing the ball over a
longer distance. Well done to Rio, Alice and Sophia who all made some excellent performances during their
lessons this week.

This week’s team challenge involved teams throwing small balls in an attempt to hit and move a large gym
ball across the room. This was highly competitive and the children worked in their teams to devise tactics to
beat their opponents.

Saint Christina’s Upcoming fixtures
Wednesday 1st December Year 5 V Sarum Hall (Away) (No Spectators)
Monday 6th December Year 6 v Sarum Hall (Home) (No Spectators)

Mr Raveney – Director of Sport

Charity Update
We would again like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who has donated so generously in the first
two weeks towards our Boxes of Love and food
collection initiatives.
In two weeks, we have collected in a truly amazing
60kg of food for our food collection, and 29 Boxes of
Love too.
Please continue to support us as we lead up to the
final collection date of Monday 6th December for our
Boxes of Love and Wednesday 8th December for our
food collection.
Thank you again for your fantastic support. Your
generosity will make a huge difference.
Mr Burke, Selin, Emily and Adriana (Year 6 Charity
Prefects)

Friendship Friday
Thank you all for your donations to support our non-uniform day last Friday.
We raised just over £300, which will be donated to the Anti-Bullying Charity, Kidscape.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

Year 1
This week in Year 1 we have been learning all
about the United Kingdom.
At the beginning of the week, we looked at
maps of the United Kingdom and began to
identify the countries within it. We then
developed our knowledge of using atlases to
locate each country, capital city and highest
point.
We were challenged to identify the seas and
oceans surrounding the United Kingdom.
Finally, we looked at images that depict
different regions of the UK, for example, a city
image in contrast to a countryside image. We
then labelled these images and compared and
contrasted places in England.
We also had fantastic fun using Google Earth to
explore different parts of the United Kingdom
and beyond.
Well done Year 1.
Mr Burke – Year 1 Class Teacher / Head of KS1

Alumna Achievements
We were thrilled to receive news that one of our past pupils came second in
the Camden Championships, and recently represented Camden at the London
Youth Games.
Well done!

ILLNESS
If your child is unwell, please do not send them to school. If they are displaying any symptoms relating to
Covid:




a high temperature
a new, continuous cough
a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they have noticed they
cannot smell or taste anything, or that things smell or taste different to normal

They will be required to have a negative PCR test and to be fully recovered before returning to school.
If your child has vomiting and/or diarrhoea, please ensure that they are kept off school for a minimum of
48 hours since the last bout and that they are fit and well enough to return to school.

Dates for your diary
Date

Event

Monday 22nd November



St Cecilia Feast Day

Friday 26th November



Year 3 Enrolment Mass

Monday 29th November



Visiting Pantomime – ‘The Reluctant Dragon’ TBC

Wednesday 1st December



In-School ISEB Examination Day for Year 6

Thursday 2nd December



In-School ISEB Examination Day for Year 6

Friday 3rd December







EYFS theatre trip
Year 5 Class Assembly
Year 4 Mass
House Photography Competition deadline

Monday 6th December



Year 6 Netball Fixture – home

Tuesday 7th December



Nursery and Reception Christmas Nativity (to parents TBC)

Wednesday 8th December




Year 1 and 2 Christmas Play (to parents TBC)
Cut-off for Food Bank donations

Thursday 9th December



KS2 Carol Service (to parents TBC)

Friday 10th December



SCHOOL ENDS AT 12 NOON FOR THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
(exact timings to be confirmed nearer the time)

Tuesday 4th January 2022




STAFF INSET
Year 6 Mock Exams

WEDNESDAY 5th JANUARY 2022



CHILDREN RETURN

