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Year 6 visit the London Transport Museum
Here are some excerpts from the Y6 accounts of their Junior Citizenship trip:
We got points for each workshop and activities. To get points we needed to have good listening and
behaviour and for bonuses get questions right! My group’s first station was learning about TFL. We learnt
how to stay safe and things like “Did you know TFL bus drivers really appreciate it when you greet them?”
Next was on the much-loved matter of approaching dogs! We
all love dogs, so it was hard hearing that you should only give
a dog three strokes at a time unless it wants more, or if a
random dog bounds up to you, you must turn away and fold
your arms to protect yourself!
Thirdly, was the serious matter of strangers. The police
recapped us on what to do if a friend goes off with a stranger.
We now also know how to recognise real policeman, by their
uniform and you can check their individual warren numbers.
You can say we have “Met the Met “police!
More safety guidance was on knife crime at the next station. We learned about the causes of this and how
to stay safe; detailed description of the suspect is very important too.
Our penultimate station was with the fire brigade. They talked us through what to do in this panicky situation
and were impressed by our previous knowledge. I for one thoroughly enjoyed this experience. Thank you for
all the teachers who came on this trip and to everyone at the museum. Y6 are classified as safer citizens of
Westminster!
By Paloma

Today, on the 3rd of March, we went to the London Transport Museum.
We took the tube and then walked down the road and there was the
museum; there were huge old buses, taxis, tubes and old trains. First we
were put into three different groups: the meerkats, the sharks and the
crocodiles.
We went to different sections: the police, and phoning them safely,
firefighters with fire safety, awareness around dogs, staying safe on the
tube, being threatened with knives and what to do about it, drugs and
alcohol and road safety. In every station we got asked questions and got
rated out of ten for our group overall; we thought about different scenarios
and what to do about them.
Overall, it was a great experience and we learned so much about staying
safe, how we would act in different scenarios on the different types of transport and who is there to help.
By Pippa

On Tuesday 3rd March, Year 6 travelled to the London
Transport Museum by the London underground. At the
museum, we learnt about many things, including what to
do if a dog attacks you! We were all separated into three
different groups and went round to workshops, each
focused on things to do with keeping you safe.
Our group’s first one was about knife crime; the second
about what to do if there is a fire; the third about different
types of drugs: alcohol, nicotine, medicines, caffeine and
illegal ones and also identifying them from statements; the
fourth was about what to do on the tube and bus; the fifth
about, as I said before, what to do if a dog attacks you or if you want to stroke a dog which is not yours to
follow the three Cs: Check, Call, Count; and the sixth about what to do if your friend gets kidnapped or how
to identify a real police officer.
It was very interesting as we learned about safety, all individual types. All the groups scored the same amount
of points: 67 out of 60. It turned out like that because they gave us extra points! Overall, it was a fun,
interesting trip that taught me a lot about my safety as well as others.
By Izzy

On Tuesday 3rd March, the Y6s went to the London Transport Museum. It was an enjoyable trip, and we had
lots of fun.
The most interesting one was how to protect ourselves from dogs. We learnt that 70% of the dog-bites
happen to children! Of course, everybody can’t resist stroking a dog! Unfortunately, some dogs don’t like it
when a stranger strokes them. We should always do three important things. The three things are, Check, Call
and Count. Before we stroke it, we should always ask the owner if you can stroke it. If the person says yes,
you should always call for the dog instead of you going up to the dog.
Last of all, you have to stroke it three times and stop. If the dog goes away, then that means it doesn’t really
want to get stroked any more. If it comes closer to you, you can stroke it a little bit more.
We learnt lots of other things and they were all really fun. And we had a very exciting trip.
By Seira

Visit from Polar Explorer, Alex Hibbert
As part of the schools ‘Awe and Wonder’ initiative, the children were treated to an hour-long assembly from
an inspirational polar explorer, Alex Hibbert.
Alex was talking about his 2013 mission, where he led an international quartet of polar travellers to the
extreme north of Arctic Greenland. After a huge storm destroyed their intended route to the North Pole in
the darkness of winter, instead of retreating, they decided to explore the beautiful but unforgiving region of
Avanerriaq – the home of the Polar Eskimos. What followed was six months of harsh education, gripping
adventure and…twenty unruly sled dogs.
Below are some of the children’s reactions to the talk:
When Fr. Rudolf announced we were going to have a visit in
assembly from a Polar Explorer, I was a little bemused. I wasn’t
sure what to expect. I had never met one before. By the end of
the assembly, I was amazed and very impressed.
The visitor introduced himself as Alex Hibbert, and he trekked
across the Arctic for a living. My ears pricked up, this was not a
normal job! He told us of his plan, from last year, to travel from the South of Greenland to the North Pole in
Winter. However, he, his team and his dog Dave had to abandon this project due to the ice splitting and a
terrible storm. Nevertheless, Alex was resilient and he chose to buy 20 snow dogs, and 2 dog sleds, to help
them have a different adventure.
Over the course of their time in Greenland, Alex saw his team fall through ice, polar bears and even an
abandoned old village! Alex inspired us to be resilient and to remember to choose the job that’s right for us.
Maybe Saint Christina’s will hear of future explorers and scientists from our school!
By Paloma – Year 6
On 11th February 2020, a polar explorer came in to talk to us
about his amazing, inspiring job! His name was Alex Hibbert.
He talked about one mission called “The Dark Ice Project''. This
was a target during winter to go from Greenland to the North
Pole in the dark.
At the start it was a disaster, and the route got ruined. As
leader of the team, he had to make a decision to come back
next year, or to carry on in a different way. He chose not to
give up and instead hired 20 sled dogs. One of his first dogs
was named Dave, he liked to eat a lot! They also hired two
sledges. One of his friends fell through the thin ice. And so did the dogs. But Alex did not give up - he helped
his friends / the team and dogs and no one got injured.
When the journey was completed, he had to leave the dogs. He was worried that no one would want the
dogs, but every dog got sold and Alex was really happy. The local people said that the dogs had been trained
and looked after very well. They celebrated at the end and were glad to give the dogs a home. He told us an
important message to never give up and to try your best because you never know what is going to happen.
We think it was a very great opportunity to have him in the assembly and I hope he will come again for more,
we think it was a fun and inspiring assembly.
Ellen and Maya – Year 6

If you would like to buy Alex’s book, his website is https://www.alexhibbert.com/author For a signed copy,
please email me at deputheady@saintchristinas.org.uk to arrange this. The books would mostly suit upper
Key Stage 2 children and his talk was based on the book, ‘Polar Eskimo’. Mr Hirst – Deputy Head

Message from the British Heart Foundation
The British Heart Foundation; the UK’s largest funder of research into heart and
circulatory diseases, has been in touch with us with the following message: “We are
currently in the process of collecting and accepting unwanted goods for the British
Heart Foundation Charity Shop in Swiss Cottage and we are in desperate need of toys
and children’s clothing.
We can offer a quick and efficient local collection service which is free of charge
currently operating from our shop in Swiss Cottage, 6 Harben Parade, NW3 6JP - Tel 020
7586 6950. Thank you so much for taking the time to read this; we are sure your support
will really help make a difference for us and it really is greatly appreciated!”

World Book Day 2020
We have had another very exciting World Book Day this
year! The children all looked absolutely fantastic in their
costumes; thank you to everyone for making such a great
effort!
Nursery had a wonderful first World Book Day today. We all
really enjoyed showing our outfits in assembly this morning
and spent the day doing activities based around our
favourite stories. Including making Gruffalo ice-cream,
making a story scene for the ‘Naughty Bus’ and much more. Ms Randle and Ms Anwara transported us to the
theatre where we watched them act out our most loved story ‘Supertato’ and we all shared our characters
and books with our friends.
Year 2 started the day by attending our special World Book Day
assembly where we showcased our costumes (including a special
appearance from Mr Artur the penguin!). We then shared the
stories that our costumes came from and created finger puppets
of the characters.
We retold our stories through acting them out with our puppets
and even began to create new stories by mixing up each other’s
characters. We decided that one thing we love about telling
stories is how creative you can get! We also read more of our
class book ‘The BFG’ and thought about how the author created interesting sentences through his choice of
words. We then tried to be authors ourselves and give it a go by using a thesaurus to find more descriptive
words.
Year 3 discussed the characters they were dressed
as and the books which they came from. They also
wrote about the favourite parts of their books and
whether they would recommend them.
Year 4 dressed up as their favourite book characters
and had a carousel of activities, whereby they could
choose whether to (a) write to their favourite author
via the publisher identified at the front of the book;
(b) Create their own mini-book for a child of their
age or younger; (c) draw some illustrations to
accompany a book of their choice or (d) design a
new front cover for a book of their choice.
Year 5 enjoyed sharing their costumes with the rest of the class and explaining who their favourite book
character was. They then had a chance to choose to write a book review about their favourite book, write
about the author of their favourite book, or write about their favourite book character.

As a challenge the girls had to create their own Murder Most Unladylike! Mystery. They had to put the
Detective Society’s crime-solving skills to the test with the most fiendish puzzle they could imagine – it could
be set anywhere and at any time, and the mystery they solve didn’t even have to be a murder!
Year 6 turned their hands to quopying (creating book reviews based on an existing model).
They came up with reviews on Good Wives, St Trinian’s, The Gone Series, Junie B. Jones, The Moonlight
Dreamers, City Spies, And then there were none, Wonder, The Hate U Give, The Mysterious Benedict Society
and several other books. You can see how well read they all are!
A special treat was to go down to the Reception classes and act as Reading Buddies for the youngest children
– judging by the looks on everyone’s faces, this was a session not to be missed.
We shall continue the fun of book day by developing some independent projects and also by playing a board
game!
Travelling Book Fair
The Book Fair was a huge success again this year. Thank you for all of your support with buying books from
the Book Fair. A percentage of what we sold will go to the school, so we can buy new books for our classrooms
and for the library.
Sponsored Reading Challenge
Thank you to everyone who took part in the sponsored reading challenge. I am delighted to announce that
as a school we raised £1,205. We have been in contact with our local Usborne Organiser, Jasmine
Djiabouras who has said that the company will give us an additional 60% of what we have raised.

This gives us a grand total of £1,920 to spend on Usbourne books for our school. This is absolutely
wonderful and we are very excited to choose lots of new books for the school. Thank you once again for
all of your support.
Mrs Ellisdon – KS2 Leader/Head of English

Year 2 Trip to Camden Learning Centre
On Wednesday, Year 2 travelled to the Camden Learning Centre where they
developed their Coding skills with Scratch Junior and Bluebots.
They animated Florence Nightingale’s life adding backgrounds, pictures,
characters and sound. In the afternoon they controlled the Bluebots to
navigate around maps from the ipads.
Miss Williamson – Year 2 Class Teacher

Father Terry’s Foodback Collection for Lent
We are collecting for Father Terry’s food bank, any gifts of non-perishable items will be gratefully received.
Please drop any donations outside the Bursar's office by Friday 20th March. Thank you in advance.

Coronavirus Helpline Information
Further to the communications sent last week, I would like to inform you that the Department for
Education has launched a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to education.
Parents and carers can contact the helpline as follows:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)

REMINDERS
Leavers – We kindly remind you that if your child will be leaving the school at the end of this academic year,
you will be required to give a term’s notice, in writing and address to Mr Gloag by the last day of the Spring
Term (Friday 27th March 2020). This is to ensure that you are not charged a term’s fee in lieu. Thank you.
Lateness – If your child is late to school, they must be signed in on the screen in the foyer. If your child is in
the Nursery or Reception Classes, they will need to be collected by a member of staff and taken to their
classroom; children from Year 1 upwards will make their own way to their classrooms. The reason for this
relates to safeguarding the children. Thank you for your support and understanding.
Nursery and Reception parents are not permitted to enter the school building after the main doors close at
8.55am unless by prior arrangement e.g. scheduled meeting with a member of staff. Please ensure that you
arrive at 8.45am to give you plenty of time to take your children to their classrooms and settle them in for
the day. Thank you for your co-operation.
Items left in the front office – Please try to ensure that your child has everything they need for the school
day before they arrive in the morning: e.g. snacks / PE Kit. Items are regularly being left in the office by
parents and carers throughout the day and, whilst they will do everything they can to help you, this causes
disruption not only to the office staff but also to the children, Class Teachers and TA’s who have to come to
the office to collect the items. Thank you in advance for your support in this matter.
Hygiene –Please encourage and talk to your children about the importance of washing their hands properly
to ensure that they maintain the highest standard of hygiene possible.

Colder weather – Please ensure that your child is wearing his/her school hats/beanies, scarves and gloves to
school every day. Please also ensure that children are wearing sensible shoes, especially in this very cold
weather.
NUT FREE SCHOOL – Please may we remind you to be extra vigilant in checking food items that you send into
school. On occasion we have had to confiscate items from packed lunches which contain nuts. Please also be
extra careful when you are bringing in birthday cakes – they must not contain any flour that comes from nuts
e.g. Almond Flour. We have a strict NO NUTS POLICY including ALL nut products (e.g. peanut butter, Nutella).

Dates for your diary
Please note that dates/timings are subject to change and additions
Date

Event

Monday 9th March



Year 4 Netball Fixture – away game

Tuesday 10th March





Open Morning for Prospective Parents – postponed
Year 3 Music Trip
LAST Irish Dance

Wednesday 11th March



Key Stage 1 Solo Music Concert – 9.00am in the Main Hall – Parents welcome

Thursday 12th March




Year 3 Netball Tournament – away
EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall

Friday 13th March






Science Workshops – Virtual Reality
Mr Gloag visiting Highgate School
Year 5 Mass
Horizon Voices Home is where... interactive concert featuring Saint
Christina's Senior Choir and Junior Choir. Rehearsal for children 6.15pm,
Concert 7-8pm. St Mark's Church, Hamilton Terrace, Maida Vale. Tickets for
family members (£5) each can be purchased
here: https://www.horizonvoices.com/upcoming-events/

Monday 16th March



LAST WEEK OF CLUBS (with the exception of Breakfast and Homework Clubs)

Tuesday 17th March



No Irish Dance

Wednesday 18th March




Music Ensembles Showcase (Senior & Junior Choirs, Little Voices & Orchestra
– 9.00am. Parents welcome
Year 6 Netball Tournament – away

Thursday 19th March




EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall
Year 5 Netball Tournament – away

Friday 20th March





Music Scholarships (Y3-5) Coffee Morning for Parents – 9.00am in the Arts Hall
Nursery Museum Trip
Mother’s Day Mass

Monday 23rd March



NO CLUBS THIS WEEK (with the exception of Breakfast and Homework
Clubs)
Year 6 Netball Fixture – away game






Nearly New Uniform Sale in the Arts Hall – 3.30pm
Paris Trip Information Meeting for Parents – 6.00-6.30pm

Tuesday 24th March



Year 5 and 6 Easter Performance of Handel's Messiah. Year 5 and 6
parents/carers invited. 7.00pm performance in the Chapel. (Letter to follow).

Thursday 26th March






School Council trip to City Hall
Year 5 & 6 – Devonshire House Cross Country Competition
EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall
Parents’ Link Quiz Night

Friday 27th March



SCHOOL ENDS AT 12 NOON FOR THE EASTER HOLIDAY

Monday 20th April



Staff INSET

Tuesday 21st April




Children return – Summer uniform to be worn from today
NO CLUBS THIS WEEK (with the exception of Irish Dance, Breakfast and
Homework Clubs)

Thursday 22nd April



EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall

Friday 24th April



Whole School Mass led by Staff

Monday 27th April



Clubs begin

Tuesday 28th April



Parents’ Evening for Nursery to Year 5 (Year 6 optional) – 4.00-8.00pm

Wednesday 29th April



Parents’ Evening for Nursery to Year 5 (Year 6 optional) – 4.00-6.00pm

Friday 1st May




Year 4 Coffee Morning
Year 6 Mass

Wednesday 6th May



Year 1 ICT Trip

Thursday 7th May




KS2 Cross Country Run – TBC
EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall

Friday 8th May



BANK HOLIDAY

Tuesday 12th May



Class Photographs

Thursday 14th May



EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall

Friday 15th May



First Holy Communion – 11.00am

Monday 18th May



Year 6 Cycle Training – all week (details to follow)

Thursday 21st May




EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall
11+ Talk for Year 3 to 5 Parents – 6.30pm (Refreshments from 6.00pm)

Friday 22nd May



Year 2 Parent Coffee Morning – 9.00am in the Arts Hall




Joan of Arc House Mass
SCHOOL ENDS AT 3.30PM FOR THE HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 1st June




Pupils and Staff return
Year 5 and 6 School Journey – all week

Wednesday 3rd June



Reception Classes ICT Trip

Thursday 4th June



EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall

Friday 5th June




Year 2 Mass
Year 5 and 6 back from School Journey

Tuesday 9th June




Optional Vision Screening for children in Reception to Year 2
Inter-School Mathematics Challenge – Year 6

Wednesday 10th June



Year 4 Rounders Fixture

Thursday 11th June



EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall

Friday 12th June



Year 5 Mass

Tuesday 16th June



Inter-School Mathematics Challenge – Year 5

Wednesday 17th June







Music and Drama Ensembles Concert – 9.00am
Year 5 & 6 Rounders Fixture

Friday 19th June




EYFS & KS1 Sports Day – TBC
NO MASS

Monday 22nd June



LAST WEEK OF CLUBS (with the exception of Irish Dance, Breakfast and
Homework Clubs

Wednesday 24th June



Exam Solo Music Concert – 9.00am

Friday 26th June




KS2 Sports Day – TBC
Year 1 Mass

Saturday 27th June



Summer Fair

Monday 29th June



NO CLUBS THIS WEEK (with the exception of Irish Dance, Breakfast and
Homework Clubs)

Tuesday 30th June



Last Irish Dance

Wednesday 1st July



KS2 Summer Production – 7.00pm

Thursday 2nd July



KS2 Summer Production – 7.00pm

Thursday 18th June

Year 5 & 6 Cricket Fixture – during school day
EYFS Liturgy – 2.45pm in the Arts Hall

Friday 3rd July



Reception & Year 6 Buddies Mass

Monday 6th July



Class Change Over - pm

Tuesday 7th July



ABRSM Music Exams in Music Room – All day

Wednesday 8th July




Year 6 Leavers’ Mass – 10.45am
SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12 NOON FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAY

